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Last Refuge or Last Hour?

COVID-19 and the Humanitarian Crisis in Idlib™"
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The humanitarian crisis in Idlib has receded from the headlines as the world is consumed by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Yet only this past March, the UN Human Rights Council was debating the
latest report by the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic,
expressing alarm at the plight of over 1.5 million Syrians displaced at the border with Turkey - with
little humanitarian assistance, and children freezing to death because of lack of proper shelters. How
did Idlib develop into such a flash point of humanitarian crisis? And with COVID-19 bearing down
on this uniquely vulnerable region, what actions can be taken to prevent a last refuge for fleeing
civilians from becoming their last hour?
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A medic doctor with nine years of expertise in emergency response and medical operations in conflict zones and low-resource
settings and co-founder of First Consultant COVID-19.
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Asenior fellow at New York University’s Center on International Cooperation and a member of the UN Commission of Inquiry
on the Syrian Arab Republic.
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Director of the Humanitarian Crises program at New York University’s Center on International Cooperation.
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Syrian Translator living in the United States of America.

*** Tayseer Alkarim, Hanny Megally & Leah Zamore, "Last Refuge or Last Hour? COVID-19 and the Humanitarian Crisis in Idlib,"
Center on International Cooperation, New York University (May 2020), accessed on 21/7/2020, at: https://bit.ly/39j5XBk .
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1 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), "Syria Anniversary Press Release," ReliefWeb, 6/3/2020,
accessed on 12/7/2020, at: https://bit.ly/20m04cQ

2 UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), "Working to Address COVID-19 in Syria," Humanitarian
Update: Syrian Arab Republic, no. 10, 16/4/2020, accessed on 12/7/2020, at: https://bit.ly/3jIw]I3
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4 Anne Barnard, "Residents Abandon Daraya as Government Seizes a Symbol of Syria's Rebellion," The New York Times, 26/8/2016,
accessed on 12/7/2020, at: https://nyti.ms/3ehHkpC

5 Alice Fordham, "The Siege that Keeps A Rebel Town in Syria Desperate for Food Aid," NPR: National Punlic Radio, 12/7/2016,
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6 Ellen Francis, "Syrian Army Announces Victory in Aleppo in Boost for Assad," Reuters, 22/12/2016, accessed on 12/7/2020, at:
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