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The European Union and Irregular Migration: A Case
Study of Libya
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This study investigates the developmental stages of European Union migration policy and examines
the factors behind the transformation of irregular migration from an individual member state issue
to a common European affair. It traces the texts of the agreements and treaties that created the
EU and which represent a program of action for managing and controlling immigration and the
movement of individuals between member states and the foreign countries. The research focuses on
the period following the Arab popular uprisings and the sharp increase of forced migration to Europe,
and the resulting refugee crisis in the EU. European collective programs that address migration are
examined to better understand the EU's approach to irregular migration, especially from Libya. The
paper looks at plans to deal with the flow of immigrants from Libya, which is a starting point for
many migrants and a known home of human smuggling and trafficking networks since 2011.
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13 "Council Directive 2002/90/EC of 28 November 2002 Defining the Facilitation of Unauthorized Entry, Transit and Residence,"
Eur-Lex, 5/12/2002, accessed on 1/8/2019, at: https://bit.ly/21Q1L7q

14  "Council Framework Decision of 28 November 2002 on the Strengthening of the Penal Framework to Prevent the Facilitation of
Unauthorised Entry, Transit and Residence," Eur-Lex, 5/12/2002, accessed on 1/8/2019;at: https://bit.ly/2kImdqD

15  "Council Directive 2004/81/EC of 29 April 2004 on the Residence Permit Issued to Third-country Nationals who are Victims
of Trafficking in Human Beings or who have been the Subject of an Action to Facilitate Illegal Immigration, who Cooperate with the
Competent Authorities," Eur-Lex, 29/4/2004, accessed on 2/8/2019, at:https://bit.ly/2IKKJfW

16  "Council Decisionon the Organization of Joint Flights for Removals from the Territory of Two or more Member States, of Third-
country Nationals who are Subjects of Individual Removal Orders," Eur-Lex, 29/4/2004, accessed on 6/9/2019, at: https://bit.ly/2kks8SC

17 "Council Regulation (EC) No 377/2004 of 19 February 2004 on the Creation of an Immigration Liaison Officers Network,"
Eur-Lex, 2/3/2004, accessed on 7/9/2019, at: https://bit.ly/2mozmpn
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18  "Immigration Liaison Officers: Council Adopts New Rules to Improve Coordination," European Council, 14/6/2019, accessed on
2/8/2019, at: https://bit.ly/2kJXORT

19 "Regulation (EU) No. 604/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 Establishing the Criteria and
Mechanisms for Determining the Member State Responsible for Examining an Application forInternational Protection Lodged in
one of the Member States by a Third-country National or a Stateless Person(recast),” Eur-Lex, 29/6/2013, accessed on 16/9/2019, at:
https://bit.ly/2mfa3X6

20  "Council Directive 2003/86/EC of 22 September 2003 on the Right to Family Reunification," Eur-Lex, 3/10/2003, accessed on
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21 "Council Directive 2003/109/EC of 25 November 2003 Concerning the Status of Third-country Nationals who are Long-term
Residents," Eur-Lex, 23/1/2004, accessed on 12/9/2019, at: https://bit.ly/2mmT5FW
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25  "Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament - The Hague Programme: Ten Priorities for
the Next Five Years The Partnership for European renewal in the field of Freedom, Security and Justice," Eur-Lex, 10/5/2005, accessed
on 10/9/2019, at: https://bit.ly/21ZnMRq

26  "Directive 2008/115/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 on Common Standards and
Procedures in Member States for Returning Illegally Staying Third-country Nationals," Eur-Lex, 24/12/2008, accessed 3/9/2019, at:
https://bit.ly/2m2iuEK
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28  "Regulation (EC) No 862/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 July 2007 on Community Statistics on
Migration and International Protection and Repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 311/76 on the Compilation of Statistics on Foreign
Workers," Eur-Lex, 31/7/2007, accessed on 2/8/2019, at: https://bit.ly/2kt4b]3

29  "Commission Regulation (EU) No 351/2010 of 23 April 2010 Implementing Regulation (EC) No 862/2007 of the European
Parliament and of the Council on Community Statistics on Migration and International Protection as Regards the Definitions of the
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30  "Council Decision of 14 May 2008 establishing a European Migration Network," Eur-Lex, 21/5/2008, accessed on 12/9/2019, at:
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