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Developing nations demand a different scholarly approach in the field of public administration. We
advance an agenda for research that stands on four pillars. First, in the absence of easily accessible
data scholars of developing world public administration must assemble it for themselves. Second,
building and testing theory plays a paramount role because researchers face limited information.
Third, in developing countries, multi-national and non-governmental organizations are often
crucial and must be considered in studying public administration. Fourth, given the novelties and
ambiguities researchers face, qualitative information must be integrated throughout the research
process. Our article—and the articles in this volume—constitute a call for developing country
research to contribute to the study of public administration writ large, informing our understanding
of both developing and developed states.

Keywords: The Study of Public Administration, Developing Countries, Emphasizing Theory,
Bureaucracy, Non-state Actors, Emphasizing New Data.
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