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Civil-Military Relations and Civil War Recurrence:
Security Forces in Postwar Politics

L_USJ 26| fadalll apall 332§ Allaisl ga 3all (na dtialll algall alsia dsle] @awi Ja
alnea ga wWanill ¢na gySwell q0all @iy rall Jilll wlc awulwl ajgni aaibwll Glwljall
Jeg aiglio clljlo Jlaall 1aa ¢ua asliall alsiil gi e alwll inle Blaally acjliiall Wbl @ljl]
aying aylic o adniwi lo ay$well—dagiaall alallell ga wal alsyl Jii @l U3 wily wl] .aawls
la dlhja ¢na ajswell — dtiaall alallell jga Maiwl dlglha ga dwljall eda (Glhii.onphi (Graaig
algal i Julaill yahig .agall ujlga Jusiii dslelg dbhblwll vwyil drwlwi alal laylicl «apall ao
Juui ga aigliall Jilnall clnal lalgl :nlalll glpnll 3321 (] (npai 36 awd) Gljlwa @illi galll
=i laillig (@ilall @lhill acjlial yjlgall wnle djhpwll Gibgi layilig paill (ngdl 83123 direi
dadsi g il glalill aple alol alilyl gylaall Juaill Hilii juiig .gasll Gl ge tilill sjaill
awuy dlleall airall &l all jaj=ig anbsll aliysill g1gii JUA ga (JU2iwdlg <lnalll ppa
alSia aalell arsyjgill Ll LD_II‘g.lLLLIIJJ.ug adall gl ga daaa aliga E\JA.I|(].IJ|.O_D|LP.QJUIQ
algall dluwwga Jgo cuwluwll gualiill Glaliny @aa djgyw aild dagll cna 0359.0 «uialll algall
Aadail ugyall 3327 uluwl jweil Liud) 1aaa laang)

«ndgall galll .auslall dalwall alelypnll (1 pSwell — atiaall alé\lell ddall agyall
.Ulclynll digui (glpnll ax3i

Does restructuring security forces reduce the risk of civil war recurrence? Prior research
hasexamined effects of militaryintegrationinalleviatingcommitment problems, but the evidence
has been inconclusive. Other aspects of civil-military relations have received less attention.
This article examines the effects of civil-military relations in the context of postwar struggles
to consolidate authority. It outlines three pathways through which security forces contribute to
renewed civil war: by excluding rival factions and facilitating insurgent mobilization, by exploiting
control over resources to challenge the regime, or by escalating incipient insurgency through
repression. Analysis of original, cross-national data on postwar civil-military relations shows that
reducing the potential for exclusion and exploitation through diverse officer appointments and
robust civilian oversight lowers the risk of civil war. These findings emphasize the distributive
effects of restructuring security forces and highlight the value of examining political contests
around state institutions to understand why civil wars restart.
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(1) Jgued!
g3l 3925 tducd) Hblall 1SeS 3l

Variable Model | Model2 Model3 Model4 Model5 Model6 Model7 Model 8
Officer appointment 0.3 |¥%* 0207 0.240%*
0.128)  (0.111) (0.118)
Civilian access 0.292%*  0.257** 0293
©.121)  (0.169) (0.165)
Civilian control 0.368* 0.582 0.396*%  0.446*
(0.152) (0290) (0.175)  (0.184)
Log GDP per capita 0824 0.890 0.824 0.802 1.005
(0.179) (0.188) (0.190)  (0.182)  (0.207)
Log population 1417 1.288 1.051 0.907 1.589
(0.398) (0.358) (0277)  (0242)  (0.507)
Ethnic 0.075%* 0.0713%* 0.0737%  0.103% 0079+
fractionalization (0.069) (0.079) (0.083) (0.115  (0.075)
Resource rents 3826% 2.740%* 3.445%5F  3904%F 3 097
(1.938) (1.252) (l.647) (1849  (1.321)
Peace agreement 0415 0.280+* 0.286%  0209%* 0351*
(0.241) (0.151) (0.170)  (0.122)  (0.177)
Military victory 0264 0.379+* 0.370% 0326 0283+
(0.146) (0.149) (0.169)  (0.I57)  (0.115)
UN 3429 2.058 2753 2434 2474
(2.433) (1.389) (1.900)  (1.624) (1.842)
Duration 1018 1.030 1.041 1.035 1013
(0.032) (0.037) (0.033)  (0.029) (0.031)
Factions | 425%* 143 %+ 1.489% | 457FF | 4840
0.177) (0.175) (0.206)  (0200) (0.201)
Polity 0942 0.937* 0.947 0972
(0.034) (0.035) (0.040) (0.037)
Cold war 2656 2.805%* 2.968* 3.528* 3433%
(1.542) (1.438) (1.871) (2275  (1.781)
Observations 855 702 842 702 845 702 758 702
Peace spells 63 56 63 56 63 56 57 56
Failures 30 24 30 24 30 24 24 24
Log pseudo- —1043 6642 1039 —66.61 —1052 6934 7046 —63.32
likelihood
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(2) Jgizd)
g3 sue derutd] yblinall uSsS 3L
Variable Model 9 Model 10 Model I Model 12 Model |3 Model 14
mil integration 0618
(0.266)
milint full 0.270% 0218
(0.204)  (0.280)
milexp 0.998 0.995
(0.002) (0.008)
milexp chng 1.006 1.005
(0.007) (0.009)
Officer appointment 02217 0.06397
(0.123) (0.047)
Civilian access 0.296%
(0.169)
Civilian control 0.598 0.957
(0.268) (0.518)
Formal oversight 0.162%
(0.163)
Log GDP per cap 0.759 0.747 0.907 0.632 0.527+ 1.056
(0.173) (0.182)  (0.22¢) (0.199) (0.136) (0.784)
Log population 1.047 1.088 1.636% 1.666 1.923* 2381
(0.269) (0.259)  (0.444) (0.603) (0.752) (1.267)
Ethnic 0.081* 0075  0.058"* 0.0300* 0.0108"* 0.003%
fractionalization (0.085) (0.077)  (0.059) (0.057) (0.019) (0.006)
Resource rents 3.5867 37277 3.4537F 45137 5.340% 14.59
(1.753) (1.699)  (1.011) (2.890) (2.650) (7.215)
Peace agreement 0.370 0.365 0.378* 0.238* 0.181% 0317
(0.226) (0.236)  (0.221) (0.194) (0.130) (0.293)
Military victory 0.405%  0.442%  0277°%  0.136%*  0.0695%* 0.009++*
(0.168) (0.182)  (0.108) (0.105) (0.043) (0.008)
UN 2,708 2.326 1.866 2515 3.643 4292+
(2.062) (1.533)  (1.524) (2.424) (2.970) (2.950)
Duration 1.047 1.052 1.026 1.041 1.043 1.075
(0.035) (0.034)  (0.036) (0.042) (0.063) (0.072)
Factions 1457+ | §77%=  |.705%* |.343* 1.385*% 1.438
(0.187) (0.244)  (0.340) (0.203) (0.256) (0.398)
Polity 0929  0.931* 0.969 0.940 0.961 0.935
(0.033) (0.034)  (0.037) (0.051) (0.051) (0.066)
Cold war 2.302 2074 2.632% 4.108 62.85" 348.9
(1.348) (1.301)  (1.438) (4.838) (95.483) (525.258)
Observations 702 702 702 528 478 478
Peace spells 56 56 56 49 47 47
Failures 24 24 24 15 15 15
Log pseudo-likelihood 6943  —68.10 —61.91 —37.65 —35.57 -2892

:GDP Busll 0a¥1 :TUN .dy5kll ©bleuY) Ji& ouls8V1 op a8 blol] Cows 28 o)) sdlas Mo

*p <.10.
“* p < .05.

oot p < 01,

Jloz¥l Skl sl
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