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Social Media and the Paradox of Liberation and
Control: A Study of Arab Cases

aighlull Glaluull (na (nclainyl Jolgill hilwg jil Juail M3sa awljall ada @3éi
@adll aaslga (na juillg aieill wl] drchwll @suill drclaisVll Al (nle l@éuhi pe
«nsuill gaihall gy gaay 13820 Ay ja gy yell Gl (ré gusei hilwgll oda gf angig .ailalig
ayalaill p=ill 3gié jglai ga alalll glai dad gaa " psll AUI" Ghiag «lall ggsiiigililig
ayghlull aabilll laabgi (Al aad gag .aleillg Jolgill gwgl Wba dclainVl Gl aiaig
Ayilall &laplig JLiioVl apwgi gna &l il shalll qieg @auwy g ¢d guwaillg aléyll aigsi
gsSaill g gaai agjlaa aiii Jalaill 1aa ol wdl awljall (plai allall awlys aaia @ladiwbg
a2)3g «sadyll ariaill auidlg anulullg &igildll alull Jio Jolgel Ladg Layil 33alig auaillg
.niaall gaiaally laié\cg diclainyl Alspll Elwlai

alayll aspill arclaisVl alsall @ighlwll aléluwll «nclaiadl Jolgill hilug
.AigisIVI arhdblill «nisall gaizall dgilall aslayll aiélpallg

This study examines the role of social media in authoritarian contexts, focusing
on networked social movements operating under repression and surveillance in the Arab
region. It argues that these platforms represent a hybrid of networked communication and
pervasive surveillance. On one hand, social media enable individuals and movements to bypass
restrictions, facilitating expression, coordination, and mobilization. On the other, authoritarian
regimes exploit these platforms as tools of monitoring and control. The widespread awareness
of surveillance further encourages self-censorship and compliance among users. Using a case
study approach, the study identifies a central paradox: social media simultaneously empower
and constrain collective action. The extent of this paradox varies depending on contextual
factors such as the legal and political environment, the strength of digital infrastructure, the
organizational capacity of social movements, and their connections to broader civil society
networks and institutions.
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