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Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies >

The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies is an
independent social sciences and humanities institute
that conducts applied and theoretical research seeking
to foster communication between Arab intellectuals
and specialists and global and regional intellectual hubs.
The ACRPS achieves this objective through consistent
research, developing criticism and tools to advance
knowledge, while establishing fruitful links with both
Arab and international research centers.

The Center encourages a resurgence of intellectualism
in Arab societies, committed to strengthening the Arab
nation. It works towards the advancement of the latter
based on the understanding that development cannot
contradict a people's culture and identity, and that the
development of any society remains impossible if pursued
without an awareness of its historical and cultural
context, reflecting its language(s) and its interactions
with other cultures.

The Center works therefore to promote systematic
and rational, scientific research-based approaches to
understanding issues of society and state, through the
analysis of social, economic, and cultural policies. In line
with this vision, the Center conducts various academic
activities to achieve fundamental goals. In addition to
producing research papers, studies and reports, the
center conducts specialized programs and convenes
conferences, workshops, training sessions, and seminars
oriented to specialists as well as to Arab public opinion.
It publishes peer-reviewed books and journals and many
publications are available in both Arabic and English to
reach a wider audience.

The Arab Center, established in Doha in autumn 2010
with a publishing office in Beirut, has since opened three
additional branches in Tunis, Washington and Paris,
and founded both the Doha Historical Dictionary of
Arabic and the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. The
ACRPS employs resident researchers and administrative
staff in addition to hosting visiting researchers, and
offering sabbaticals to pursue full time academic
research. Additionally, it appoints external researchers to
conduct research projects.

Through these endeavours the Center contributes to
directing the regional research agenda towards the
main concerns and challenges facing the Arab nation
and citizen today.
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The

(DI) is an independent institute for learning

Doha Institute for Graduate Studies

and research in the fields of Social Sciences,
Public

Development Economics in Doha.

Humanities, Administration  and

Through its academic programs and the research
activities of its professors, the DI aims to achieve
its mission of contributing to the formation of a
new generation of academics and intellectually
independent researchers who are proficient in
international scholarship standards and modern
interdisciplinary research methodologies
and tools, and leading professionals who can
advance human knowledge and respond to the
needs of the Arab region, resulting in social,

cultural and intellectual development.

The institute seeks to establish an intellectual hub
that will benefit the Arab region in particular.
The Institute supports academic research that
deals with Arab issues, in an atmosphere of

institutional and intellectual freedom.

The Institute works in cooperation with the Arab
Center for Research and Policy Studies and the
Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic Language
to facilitate its students and faculty members
in their research of the most important current
issues related to the Arab world and the wider
international community. The involvement of
students in the most important research projects

is at the heart of the Institute's interests.

The Institute adopts Arabic as its official
and primary language for education and
research. English serves as an accompaniment
to Arabic, with both languages wused in

presenting and research.
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This paper demonstrates the impact of sub-cultural identities on the stability of the state and the
extent of the challenge facing the national identity in Morocco and Algeria. It also undertakes a
comparative analysis of identity policy in France, which was characterized, to some extent, by
its ability to integrate sub-cultures into a national identity, which enabled it to avoid the danger
of cultural conflicts and its negative impact on the unity of society. The research examines the
extent to which public policies in Morocco and Algeria were able to impose elements of a general
national identity, and how this can be aligned with rights and freedoms related to cultural
identity. The paper hypothesizes that the state's inability to manage conflicts related to cultural
differences negatively affects political and social stability and increases the risk of division. The
paper will examine this hypothesis in three different cases: in Morocco and Algeria, where the
growing Amazigh tide poses challenges to policies seeking to stabilize society in these two
countries, and in France, where the strict integration of local cultures into the national identity
succeeded in alleviating the conflict about cultural demands and spared the country the danger
of division.

Keywords: Identity Policies, Amazigh, State Stability, Cultural Integration, Morocco, Algeria.
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Professor of Public Law and Political Science at Moulay Ismail University in Morocco, and a visiting researcher at the
Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies in Doha.

Email: abdellatif.elmoutadayene@dohainstitute.org.
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This study shed lights on the public administration system in Yemen, and the impact of the
outbreak of the youth revolutionin 2011 until now on this body. The paper investigates whether the
publicadministration system in its current form is a supporting factor or an obstacle to the efforts
of rebuilding the future state. The research utilises a qualitative research methodology based on
a review of existing documents, studies, and literature. The study concludes that, in addition to
endemic structural problems in the public administration system, the series of crises that have
befallen Yemen since 2011, through the war ongoing since 2015, have spawned further challenges,
limiting its ability to play an effective appropriate role. It is imperative for future governments to
attach special importance to this body and work to reform it according to a rigorous methodology
to empower it to fulfil its developmental and service roles with impartiality and professionalism.

Keywords: Public Administration System, Democratic Transition, State Reconstruction, Yemen.
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Residency and Naturalization Policies in the Maghreb
Countries
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This study analyzes the problem of nationality and residency in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and
Mauritania by deconstructing legislation and policies related to residency and nationality in these
countries. Using an approach that combines descriptive legal methodology and comparative
research, this study investigates their peculiarities, intersections, and similarities, and identifies
their strengths and weaknesses. This investigation reveals an important point of comparison at
the level of legislation related to entry and residence as legislation was being developed, whether
domestically through the adoption of laws governing security and economic concerns, or
externally in terms of the ratification of some relevant international agreements. The exception
is Tunisia, which remains reluctant to ratify the International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. With regard to nationality, the legal
frameworks in the four countries remain relatively similar in terms of criteria and procedures
for naturalization and are influenced by remarkably similar factors with regard to equality in
nationality.

Keywords: Residence, Naturalization, Immigration, The Maghrebi States.
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This study analyses the constitutional status of the judiciary in Algeria by examining whether it
constitutes an independent constitutional power, or whether it is closer to a public service that
is organically linked to the executive. The study argues that the judiciary does not constitute a
third power because of the role of the President as head of the Supreme Council of the Judiciary
and the subordination of Public Prosecution. The guarantees established by the constitutional
Amendment of 2020 represent significant gains at the theoretical level in ensuring the functional
independence of the judge. However, their effectiveness is linked to the will of the political power
to promote the independence of the judiciary and to provide the appropriate conditions that
safeguard the judge's immunity from any social or political pressure.

Keywords: Judicial Independence, Algerian Judiciary, Judicial Authority, Supreme Council of the
Judiciary, Judicial Discipline, Justice Minister.
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Resorting to the International Court of Justice to Hold the
Syrian Government Accountable for Violating Its Obligations
Under the United Nations Convention Against Torture
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This paper examines the joint decision of Canada and the Netherlands to invoke the responsibility
of the Syrian government for breaches of its international obligations under the United Nations
Convention Against Torture and Other Inhuman, Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT). It
argues that the decision is a momentous step for at least three reasons. First, it keeps the pressure
on the Syrian government and reminds it that its egregious human rights violations are not
forgotten. Second, it may spur or compel the Syrian government to take the necessary measures,
such as adopting constitutional and legislative reforms consistent with its obligations under the CAT
and to hold accountable perpetrators of acts of torture as stipulated in the relevant provisions of
the CAT. Third, the Canada and the Netherland process is veto-proof, i.e., not subject to veto by the
Syrian government's allays holding veto power and therefore has the chance to do more to open the
regime's human rights record in the ten decade-long civil war to external scrutiny.

Keywords: Syria, Canada, Netherlands, Convention Against Torture, International Court of Justice,
International Justice, State Responsibility.
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This report presents legislation that has a direct impact on the independence of the judiciary in
Egypt, and the limits imposed by these laws for this authority in exercising its functions. It sheds
light on the dimensions of the legislation that affects the nature, structures, effectiveness and
independence of judicial bodies, as well as how they exercise their role.
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This SSR Backgrounder explains the roles and responsibilities of intelligence services in good
security sector governance (SSG). Intelligence services perform an essential security function by
providing governments with timely and relevant information necessary to protect the security
of states and their societies. Applying the principles of good SSG to intelligence services makes
them both effective and accountable within a framework of democratic governance, the rule of
law and respect for human rights.
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The Consequences of Public Policy for Democratic
Citizenship: Bridging Policy Studies and Mass Politics
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Democracies, and the citizenries that stand at their center, are not natural phenomena; they are made
and sustained through politics. Government policies can play a crucial role in this process, shaping
the things publics believe and want, the ways citizens view themselves and others, and how they
understand and act toward the political system. Yet, while political scientists have said a great deal
about how publics influence policies, they know far less about the ways policies influence publics.
In this article, we seek to clarify how policies, once enacted, are likely to affect political thought and
action in the citizenry. Such effects are hard to locate within the standard framework of approaches
to mass behavior, and they are generally ignored by program evaluators and policy analysts. To bridge
this gap, we direct attention toward a long and vibrant, but underappreciated, line of inquiry we
call the "political tradition" of mass behavior research. Drawing this tradition together with recent
work on "policy feedback," we outline a framework for thinking about how policies influence mass
politics. The major types of such effects include defining membership; forging political cohesion and
group divisions; building or undermining civic capacities; framing policy agendas, problems, and
evaluations; and structuring, stimulating, and stalling political participation.

Keywords: Public Policy, Mass Politics, Citizenship, Democracy, Policy Feedback.
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Hikama adopts a well-defined internal organization with clear duties and obligations to be
fulfilled by the editorial board.

Disclosure: With the exception of the editor in charge of the editing process (normally the
Editor-in-Chief or designated deputies), neither the editors, nor the peer reviewers, are
allowed to discuss the manuscript with third parties, including the author. Information or
ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and editing processes and must be treated in

confidence and must never be used for personal financial or other gain.

When deemed necessary based on the reviewers' reports, the journal may offer
researchers methodological, technical and other assistance in order to improve the

quality of their submissions.

The editors of Hikama are committed to notifying the authors of all submitted pieces of the
acceptance or otherwise of their manuscripts for publication. In cases where the editors of

Hikama reject a manuscript, the author will be informed of the reasons for doing so.

Hikama is committed to providing quality professional copy editing, proof reading and

online publishing services.

Impartiality: The editors and the reviewers evaluate manuscripts for their intellectual and
academic merit, without regard to race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs or political views

of the authors.

Conflicts of interest: Editors and peer reviewers should not consider manuscripts in which
there is a conflict of interests resulting from competitive, collaborative or other relationships

or connections with any of the authors, companies, or institutions connected to the papers.

Confidentiality: Unpublished data obtained through peer review must be kept confidential

and cannot be used for personal research.

Intellectual property and copyright: The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS)
and Doha Institute for Graduate Studies (DI) retain copyright to all articles published in its
peer reviewed journals. The articles may not be published elsewhere fully or partially, in Arabic

or in another language without an explicit written authorization from the ACRPS & DI.

The editorial board of Hikama fully respects intellectual property when translating and
publishing an article published in a foreign journal, and will seek the right to translate and

publish any work from the copyright holder before proceeding to do so.

Hikama does not make payments for manuscripts published in the journal, and all authors

and researchers are exempt from publication fees.



Example: Al-Sayed Yassin et al., Content Analysis of Arab National Thought, fourth edition
(Beirut: Center for Arab Unity Studies, 1991), p. 109.

Subsequent Footnote: Yassin et al, p.109.

Bibliography entry: Al-Sayed Yassin et al., Content Analysis of Arab National Thought, fourth
edition, Beirut: Center for Arab Unity Studies, 1991.

Author's name, "Title of Article", Title of Journal, volume and / or issue number (year of

publication), page number.
Example: Shahram Chubin, "Iran's Power in Context," Survival 51, no.1 (2009): 165.

Bibliography entry: Shahram Chubin, "Iran's Power in Context." Survival 51, no. 1 (2009): 165-190. 3.

Should be referenced in the footnotes only, not in the bibliography, for example:

Ian Black, "Assad Urges the United States to Renew Diplomatic Links with Damascus",
The Guardian, 17/2/2009.

When quoting from articles published on websites, all information must be mentioned using
the same order and phrasing as follows: the name of author (if applicable), "title of the article or
report,” name of the series (if any), name of the website, date of publication (If any), accessed on
9/8/2016, at: http: // www ...

The link must be mentioned in full, or written in short using a link shortcut:

"Syria: What are the terms of the agreement to establish a demilitarized zone in Idlib?",
BBC Arabic, 9/18/2018, accessed on 10/3/2020, at: https://bbc.in/2PYORjE

"Knesset Elections: The Dilemma Continues," Situation Assessment, the Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies, 11/03/2019, accessed on 20/04/2019, at: https://bit.ly/2XKplou.

Ethical Guidelines for Publication in Hikama

The editorial board of Hikama upholds the confidentiality and the objectivity the peer review
process. The peer review process is anonymized, with editors selecting referees for specific
manuscripts based on a set of pre-determined, professional criteria. In where two reviewers

cannot agree on the value of a specific manuscript, a third peer reviewer will be selected.

Hikama relies on a network of experienced, pre-selected peer reviewers who are current

in their respective fields.



journal shall provide the researcher with its final decision - to publish, to publish after making

specific amendments, or to decline — within two months of receipt of the research material.

The journal adheres to an ethical charter that includes respect for confidentiality and objectivity,
with non-disclosure on the part of editors, reviewers and members of the editorial board of any
information regarding the research material referred to them, to anyone but the author, reviewers

and the journal's editorial team (please see the Hikama Ethical Guidelines for Publication).

The journal shall maintain the quality of the fact-checking and editorial services it provides

to the research to be published.

Arrangements for publishing research are subject to technical requirements with no

relation to the researcher's standing.

The journal does not offer monetary compensation for research, studies and articles that
it publishes, as is the standard for scientific journals around the world. The journal does

not charge for access.

Footnotes and Bibliography

Author's name, book title, name of translator or editor, edition (place of publication: publisher,

date of publication), page number, for example:

Example: James Piscatori, Islam in a World of Nation - States, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1986), 116.

Subsequent footnote:

Piscatori, 116 (unless more than one reference by the same author is cited, in which case

use name and abbreviated title: Piscatori, Islam, 116.)

Bibliography entry: James Piscatori, Islam in a World of Nation-States, Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1986.

Example: Kate Nash, Contemporary Political Sociology: Globalization, Politics and Power,

Translated by Haidar Haj Ismail (Beirut: The Arab Organization for Translation, 2013), p. 116.

Subsequent footnote: Nash, p. 117 (abbreviated title if more than one reference by the same

author is cited: Nash, Sociology, p. 117.)

Bibliography entry: Kate Nash, Contemporary Political Sociology: Globalization, Politics and
Power, Translated by Haidar Haj Ismail, Beirut: The Arab Organization for Translation, 2013

For a book that has been co-authored by more than three contributors:

Main Author et al, Title of Book, (Place of Publication: Publisher, Publication Date), page number.



(if existing), and appendices (if existing) is to range between 6000 and 8,000 words. The
journal may exceptionally opt to publish, based on its assessment, some research papers and
studies that exceed this word count.

The research material must fall within the domain of the journal's objectives and

research interests.

In addition to theoretical and applied research, Hikama is concerned with:

Monitoring developments in the public policy field in the Arab world through the
publication of policy papers (3000-5000 words) focused upon in-depth diagnosis of a
specific issue or problem, highlighting its dimensions and proposing to decision makers
specific practicable solutions and alternatives, with recommendations and outlining the
realistic viability of these solutions in light of the bigger picture within the sector or field

considered by the study as well as the expected returns.

The periodical is also keen to issue critical reviews of important books recently published
in any language relevant to its specialization, with all reviews subject to the rules of Arab
Center peer review and arbitration, with the word count ranging between 3000 and 4000

words. The work reviewed should be no more than three years old.
A section for translated studies will be agreed upon with input of the journal's editorial board.

All charts, forms, equations, graphs or tables submitted should be submitted in the
application originally employed to produce them (e.g. Excel or Word). Figures, drawings

and tables sent as images will not be accepted.

Adherence to the specifications of the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies for
documentation of references (refer to the section on writing of footnotes and presentation

of source references).

Excerpts, transcripts or chapters of university theses that have been approved will be
published only on an exceptional basis and after the scholar has revised them for publication
by the journal. If this may be applicable, the researcher must indicate as much and provide
complete information on the title of the thesis, the date of its defense, and the institution

in which the thesis defense took place.

Material submitted to the journal is to be accompanied by the researcher's curriculum

vitae (in both Arabic and English).

All articles are subject to confidential peer review, carried out by two reviewers who are
specialized in the subject matter of the research topic, who have academic experience in the
field, and who are accredited on the ACRPS list of reviewers and readers. If the two reviewers'

reports differ, the submission will be referred to a third candidate for the task of review. The



Studies of human security in Arab societies and social and economic rights.

Studies concerning the social aspects of administration and public policy and just

distribution of services among citizens and rational social options.

Studies concerning rationalisation and regulation of public spending and strengthening
public resources. This includes studies on distribution of the tax burden, taxation systems

and resource development.

Studies on issues of international cooperation, particularly those concerning Arab and
regional integration. Priority will be given to those studies that take a comparative Arab-

Arab and South-South approach.

Submission Guidelines

Hikama publishes research, policy papers and critical reviews in keeping with the specifications,

formal and objective, of internationally refereed journals as follows:

That the research material presented be original and undertaken exclusively for the journal
and in its own way, and that it, or similar work, has not been published in whole or in
part in any medium, in print or digital/electronic, or presented in an academic conference,
other than those convened by the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies and the
Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, or submitted to any other party.

The researched material submitted includes the following elements, as follows:

The title in Arabic and English, with a concise identification of scholar(s) and their

affiliated academic institution(s), and their latest publications in Arabic and English.

The abstract in Arabic and English (about 100-125 words), with keywords. The abstract
presents — in short, precise and clear sentences — the main research problem, the methods

used, and the results achieved.

Definition of the research problem; the objectives of the research paper presented; its
importance; a critical review of what has previously been written on the topic, including the
most recent publications in the domain of research; a detailed definition of the specifications of
the research hypothesis or thesis; establishing a conceptual image of the work with definition
of its main indicators; describing the methodology used for research, results analysis and
drawing conclusions. The research paper presented is to be accompanied by a bibliography
including the most important references that the scholar used in addition to any basic references
not indicated in the footnotes or endnotes but from which the research drew some benefit.
Research data and findings in their original (foreign) languages should also be indicated in

the bibliography if several sources in different languages were relied upon.

The word count of any research paper submitted, including citations in references and

explanatory foot- or endnotes, bibliographic sources list and words in charts or tables



ABOUT HIKAMA

Hikama (Governance) is a bi-annual peer reviewed academic journal published by the Arab Center
for Research and Policy Studies and Doha Institute for Graduate Studies (p-ISSN: 2708-5805),
(e-ISSN: 2708-5813). Hikama seeks to broaden the understanding of the fields of public policy
and public administration in the Arab World and reinvigorate the political and social elements
of public policy. It is a space for academic thought and discussion on what Arab governments -
with their values, institutions, and public bodies - are doing, and should aspire to do in order to

nurture politically modern and socially just Arab societies.

Overseen by an expert editorial board and an international advisory body, Hikama is founded
upon an ethical charter of publication guidelines and directives governing relationships with
researchers, and has a structure conforming to the formal and substantive specifications of
refereed international periodicals. An internal regulatory code provides the basis for review and

arbitration by an approved list of referees who are specialized in all fields.

The journal encourages submissions in the following areas

Theoretical studies contributing to the development of the field, keeping up with recent
developments, offering critical approaches to understanding of the issues and contributing
new methodologies for study. Priority is given here to research that offers in-depth
theoretical frameworks regarding the challenges faced by the Arab World and contributes

to an understanding of Arab case studies.

Main topics in the field of public administration, such as: organizational structures for
management of state public institutions; centralization and decentralization; human
resources management; the decision-making process; public budgets; managing the third
sector and non-governmental organizations; crisis and disaster management; leadership in
public administration; e-government and public sector digitization; monitoring of public
administration performance; public administration ethics; performance development
strategies; and governance in light of relationships and partnerships between the

government, private, and non-governmental sectors, and more.

Studies concerning the strengthening of civil values and culture, the rule of law,
institutions, citizenship, separation of powers and participation, as well as broader topics
encompassing human rights and freedoms and political empowerment of marginalised
groups, minorities, youth and women.

Studies on improving the policymaking milieu and its regulation through democratic
regulatory oversight mechanisms and the judiciary as well as internal oversight mechanisms.
Studies focused on ways to improve government commitment and performance in sectors
such as health, housing, education, research, development, environment, energy, resource

management, land use, technology and information systems.
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Hikama is the newest peer reviewed journal published by the Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies & Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. It is dedicated to advancing knowledge
and practice in the fields of public policy and public administration. The journal publishes
research articles, policy analyses and book reviews. We invite manuscript submissions in the
areas of governance, policymaking and implementation, management of public and third
sector institutions.

The journal accepts rigorous research and policy papers written in the Arabic language covering
a range of topics relevant to theoretical and applied public policy and public administration. In
addition, the journal welcomes book reviews of important works contributing to major in debates
intherelevantfields. The journal adherestoadouble-blind peer-reviewing policy. Papers submitted
to Hikama should be accessible for non-specialists.

All papers addressed to the publication are to be submitted to the Editor-in-Chief, at the
journal's electronic address

hikama@dohainstitute.org
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