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The Dialectic of Disclosure and Concealment:
The Strained Digital Relations between Political
Regimes and Activists in the Middle East
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This study aims to engage, through a descriptive approach, with the controversy surrounding
the relationship of political regimes to the virtual world. This is done by examining the structure and
components of digital monitoring systems in the countries of the Middle East and their impact on
activists' aspirations for informational empowerment. In this regard, the study sheds light on the
relevant censorship/surveillance techniques used by Middle Eastern governments and the ways in
which they adapt their legal systems to serve the purposes of digital monitoring, to understand how
information and communications technology (ICT) has impacted the relationship between regimes
and activists. The study attempts to assess the extent to which ICT-enabled regimes have succeeded
in manipulating the characteristics of the virtual sphere for their censorship and surveillance
purposes. The study concludes that although the virtual space and ICT used to represent a space for
and instrument of emancipation for activists, by evading the restrictions exercised by regimes on the
publicsphere, these regimes have succeeded to a large extentin absorbing new inputs and exercising
control over the digital sphere as well. This casts doubt on the future role of ICT in counter-balancing
government tracking procedures.
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