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This study addresses a significant research gap concerning the exclusion of Palestine
from the UN’s early warning mechanism for genocide prevention since its establishment in 2004.
It examines the disruption of the mechanism and the failure of the UN Secretary-General and his
Special Adviser on the prevention of genocide to relay to the Security Council experts' warnings
about the risk of genocide being committed by Israel against Palestinians in Gaza. The study
identifies five primary factors contributing to this failure: the mechanism's lack of independence
and its subordination to the Secretary-General's authority; the absence of an independent expert
committee to oversee the Special Adviser's work; the vulnerability of UN Secretaries-General to
pressure from Israel and its allies; the lack of UN accountability; and the failure of the Palestinian
Authority and Arab States to include Palestine in the Early Warning Mechanism, in contrast
to Israel and its allies’ successful use of the mechanism to suppress critiques of Israeli policies
under the guise of combating "the new anti-Semitism." The study proposes recommendations to
address these institutional flaws and reform the mechanism.

United Nations Secretariat, Early Warning Mechanism for the Prevention of Genocide,
Genocide, Settler Colonialism, New Anti-Semitism, Gaza, Palestine.
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