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The Arab Charter on Human Rights and International
Standards: The Role of the Charter Committee

daghia) &ijlaa .asé @awy gi gSay lags il glwilll Gganl gyl Glivall jlan] Jigé

glwiMl (Ggén ainl pwai @uadi awljall cda Wiaiwi .aaildll drarlallg adgall ¢lwilll (Ggan
ainlll ge §jalnll dalizll Alngillg alhalall wle Alaicl (Glivall ¢na ayjlgll (Ggéall au=ll
el Gliall jgan dslp (qill Alagaill gusc wileg ©lyblll Jgall dayjgall jylaillg lalsii dia
B (glwilll (Ggéal dilgall daghiall Lbélia qjliicly lalac @387 @l <lpall aial JT Qulyall Qiiiui
@< Liff & i ayjléo nitil lagac dialll Gsuw (u ayll dahiall (nd Ll Vasag Lacl ojliicl
awljall ahnllg.guyell Glivall slgal la pwai gna lay greiwig glwilll §géal ddgall Glpwéill ga
@alll (na glwilll Ggas glal Jac ga @labol dlls (na ggsi &) junai dyjléa it ga Vay dialll ji
ge LIS gliiaVll ] Gaail adinall gl aalsill auwlwall ala Lhall e ga Jalgill JU5 daaiall
@laiaVll gav (gluwilll Ggéal ¢rjlsall gganall Jglif wnilig . Junai yga ga lansy Jglii g dalglii
Qlwilll ggénl enlgall ggilall jghi wnle lailwls=ilg «nlgall ggilall tna aijaill adlihb ¢nagalsil

ayell gyl @gaa aial apaulayl BaBll gyl Ggaal gysll Glal
glwilll Ggén

The issuance of the Arab Charter on Human Rights was met with scepticism as to what
it might contribute compared to the existing regional and international human rights regime.
This study seeks to evaluate the Arab Human Rights Committee's interpretation of the rights
enumerated in the charter based on concluding observations and recommendations from the
Committee since its formation and the periodical reports of member states. Contrary to the
apprehensions that accompanied the release of the Arab Charter, the study concludes that the
committee of experts did its job not to contradict the international human rights system but
to support and complement it in the Arab region; the committee broadly sought to adopt an
explanatory approach that corresponds with and employs international interpretations of human
rights in its interpretation of the provisions of the Arab Charter. The study observes that the
Committee, rather than adopting an explanatory approach that clashes with the work of United
Nations human rights committees around issues fraught with cultural or religious sensitivity,
either declined entirely to address these issues or addressed some of them without elaboration.
Engagement with the normative purport of human rights and how they are explained in the Arab
Charter takes place in the context of academic interest in the field of international law and the
implications of this research on the evolution of international law around human rights.
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